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lane, comparing the localities with the evidence
taken in the trial. It was this Gill's Hill lane
murder that suggested to Thomas Carlyle a defi-
nition of "respectability." At Thurtell's trial
occurred the following colloquy: " What sort of
person was Mr "Weare ? He was always a respect-
able person. What do you mean by respectable ?
He kept a gig." Carlyle long rejoiced in "gig-
manity" as a synonym. Thurtell also figures in
De Quincey's essay on " Murder considered as
one of the Fine Arts."

The visit to Strathnairn in August 1824 is
prominent among these relics of childhood. A
steamboat was then a novelty in the Highlands.
We travelled to and from Inverness in the
" Comet," the earliest experiment in Highland
steam navigation. The " Comet" was memorable
for its tragic fate in the following year, when in
a dark October night it was suddenly submerged
in collision with another steamer, at the entrance
to the Clyde, and more than sixty passengers
were drowned. As many of them inhabited
Argyll and Inverness, families around us were
mourners, and faith in steam as a motive force
was for a time suspended in the Highland mind.

In Nairnshire we were entertained at the manseme. When the ' Tales of a Grand-pbell, we are told,
